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MEETING OF STANDARDS  
COMMITTEE 

On: Wednesday 5 March 2025 At: 10.00 am 

Venue: Town Hall - Bridge Street, Bideford, EX39 2HS 

 
The meeting will be filmed for live or subsequent broadcast via the YouTube channel - 

https://tinyurl.com/TorridgeYouTube 

 
 
 

SUPPLEMENT 
PART I - (OPEN SESSION) 

  

9.   Dispensation Request (Pages 2 - 5) 

 Supplementary documents being shared at the request Councillor P Pennington. 
 

 Meeting Organiser: Democratic Services 
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council —
face ban
in Array

So) a MNEli(e

scandal
TWOcouncillors could be fined
£5,000 and bannedfor up tofive
years for speaking out against
plans for the controversial At-
lantic Array wind farm.
Torridge District Councillors

Phil Pennington and Bob Hicks ~
spoke at a meeting last week
where the offshore wind farm
was discussed, despite both
having an involvement with the
scheme.
Mr Pennington owns land

along the scheme’s proposed

cabling route while Mr Hicks ~
represents 16 landownersalong’
the route as a surveyor.

It is a criminal offence to take
part in a debate or vote on a
matter in which a councillor
has a disclosable pecuniary in-
terest. s
But more than a week after

being warned «they risked
breaking the law, neither coun-
cillor knows what con-
sequencesthey face.

Full story on Page8.
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SCHOOLVISIT: Inspirational speaker Scary Guy spoketo children at Route 39. See page 4.

Paula Davies Ref: BNPD20130927C-007_C
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Windfarm Comparisons Date 10 August 2011

Fullabrook wind soon to be operational

Atlantic Array- propsed developmentin Bristol Channel

Figures are estimates and opento revision

The aim is to highlight the need for the community of Torridge/Bideford to

achieve a community dividend should the Atlantic Array(AA) cometo fruitio!

Fullabrook AA

Cost of installation £50million £4.5billion

Operational supply capacity

(no of domestic homes suppliec 30,000 1,100,000

Estimated value of electricty £200 milli £7 billion

produced for next 25 yrs

Fullabrook Community Fund(CFC)

Initail lump sum £1 million

Annual payment

for next 24 years £.1million

Total worth of CFC £3.4million

Assumethe AAis 35 timeslarger than Fullabrook then an equivalent

community fund would represent £120million
|) —————

Assumehalf of that is achieved £60 million

Assumehalf to S.Wales £30 million

Leaves £30 million for greater North Devon
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TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL

STANDARDS COMMITTEE MEETING

Committee Room , Riverbank House, Bideford \

18" October 2013

PRESENT: Councillor A Dart (Chair)
Councillors Mrs M Brown,R Tisdale, D Brenton, D Fulford and H
Martin (Torridge District Councillors)
Mr R Clark (Parish Representatives)
Sarah Wragge-Morley and RogerLevick (IndependentPersons)

ALSO PRESENT: Mr K Miles (Monitoring Officer and Adviser to the Committee and
Solicitor)
Councillor P Pennington
Councillor C Leather
County Councillor G Dezart

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE |

Apologies were received from Councillor Davies

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on the 4" Jenuary 2013 were approved as a
correct record.

(Vote: For 5, Abstention 1)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were reminded of the need to make declarations of interest as
necessary.

AGREEMENT OF AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS | ANDII

The Agenda,ascirculated, was agreed.

URGENT MATTERS OF INFORMATION BROUGHT FORWARD WITH THE
PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND THE COMMITTEE

The Chair invited comments from Members on their views and the views
expressed to them from the public, in relation to the recent Full Council meeting.
Membersdid not record any negative feedback being received.

APPLICATION FOR DISPENSATION — COUNCILLOR P PENNINGTON

The Monitoring Officer presented the report and explained thatit was in relation
to discussion relating to the Atlantic Array. He also explained whyanofficer
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recommendation was not being madeand the statutory reasons for granting a
dispensation set out in the Localism Act 2011. He stated that although there was
no officer recommendation, if Members were minded to grant a dispensation, he
would not recommendthat one be given allowing Councillor Pennington to vote
and that any dispensation granted should berestricted to just allowing Councillor
Pennington to speak. This would ensure parity with the rules that existed prior to
the Localism Act 2011 being introduced.

The Chair exercised herdiscretion and allowed Councillor Pennington to address
the Committee and to answer a question from the Committee.

Members considered the nature of Councillor Pennington’s interest, the

provisions of the Localism Act, the nature of the issue relating to the Atlantic
Array and the needto ensure that the public perceptions of Councillors was not
affected.

It was proposed by Councillor Tisdale seconded by Councillor Brown and

Resolved:

That a dispensation be granted to Councillor Pennington to allow him to speak

and to vote on decisions or discussions at meetings of Torridge District Council
concerning the proposed Atlantic Array and that this dispensation last until the
next Local Government Elections.

(Vote: For 5, Against 1)

REVIEW OF CODE OF CONDUCT

The Monitoring Officer had circulated copies of Codes of Conductfor Torridge

and North Devon councils and also the model Code produced by NALC. Healso
explained somerecent issues that had arisen. It was agreed that Members
would read the model Codes and consider what changes could be madeto the
Code andto hold a further meeting at the end of Novemberto discussthis item.

The meeting commencedat 10.00am and closed at 11.20am.
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