
 
  

REPORT OF Planning and Economy Manager 

To: Community & Resources Committee 

Subject: Recommendation from External Overview & Scrutiny Committee in relation 
to the closure of Torridge Bridge for events 
 

Date: 27th August 2019 Reference:  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT:     
To present the recommendation of External Overview and Scrutiny Committee in relation to the call 
in of the Community and Resources Committee resolution of the 10th June 2019. 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 On the 10th June 2019 Community and Resources committee debated a petition relating to 

the harm caused by firework displays to the starlings population of the town. 
 
 The matter was debated and resolved upon.  The resolution was called in to External 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee and was debated on the 17th July 2019 
 
 
2. REPORT 

 
Following extensive debate of the petition, Community and Resources Committee, on the 
10th June, resolved: 
 
That Torridge District Council prohibit any further firework displays close to Bideford 
Long Bridge ie East-the-Water Wharves, and that Pollyfield Centre, a barge and the 
new Bridge be considered as alternatives. 
 
This resolution was called in to External Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  At the meeting 
on the 17th July 2019 the Chair explained that the grounds for his calling-in of the Community 
& Resources Decision were the consideration of the use of the new bridge (A39).  He felt a 
social issue should not have priority over the need to protect members of the public and the 
responsibility to maintain direct access for emergency services.  He emphasised that the 
call-in was on a very specific issue – the closure of the road and access for emergency 
vehicles. 

 
 

3. IMPLICATIONS 
 
Legal Implications 
None 
 
Financial Implications 
None 
 
Human Resources Implications 
None 
 
Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications 
None 



 
  

Equality/Diversity 
None 
 
Risk Management 
The recommendation from O&S External is intended to minimise risk to the resident 
population West of the Torridge Bridge. Access for emergency services should be regarded 
as paramount in the view of that Committee. 
 
Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
N/A 
 
Data Protection (GDPR) Implications 
N/A 
 
Climate Change 
None 
 
Ward Member and Lead Member Views 
Date of Consultation – External Overview and Scrutiny Committee17/07/19 
 
 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
 

Following debate External Overview and Scrutiny Committee resolved: 
 

That Closure of the new bridge in facilitation of social events should not be 
supported. 
 
(Vote: For 9, Abstentions 1) 
 
 
 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 That Members consider the resolution of External Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 

decide whether to uphold that position. 
 
 
 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
 Consultations: Date of Consultation – 16/08/19 

Officers Consulted – Head of Paid Service, Strategic Manager 
(Resources), Senior Solicitor and Monitoring Officer 

 Contact Officer: Planning and Economy Manager 

 Background Papers: N/A 

 


