REPORT OF

Head of Communities and Place

To:

Community and Resources Committee

Subject:

Councillor Leather - Written Notice of Motion

Date:

6th December 2021

Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT:
To present a written Notice of Motion from Councillor Leather that has been forwarded to this
committee for consideration by Full Council

1.

INTRODUCTION
On the 20th September the following Written Notice of Motion from Councillor Leather was
presented to Full Council.
This Council is concerned regarding pets given as prizes via fairgrounds, social media and
other channels. We are concerned for the welfare of those animals that are being given as
prizes, and recognise that many incidents of animals being given as prizes may go
unreported each year. I ask this council to support a ban on the giving of live animals, in any
form, on Torridge District Council land. That we write to the UK Government, urging an
outright ban on the giving of live animals as prizes on both public and private land.

2.

REPORT
The minutes of Full Council on the 20th September record the following:
Councillor Leather presented his Notice of Motion giving additional information on a National
Campaign being run by the RSPCA to ban live animals as prizes.
It was proposed by Councillor Leather, seconded by Councillor Clarke and Resolved: That the Notice of Motion be referred to Community & Resources Committee for
the approval of banning live animals as prizes on Torridge District land.
(Vote: For 27, Against 2, Abstention 2)
Should members wish to support Cllr Leather’s written Notice of Motion, it would be
straightforward for the Council to make it a condition of all event licenses that the giving of
live animals of any kind as prizes is prohibited. There are no obvious negative impacts of
introducing such a condition and there would be no resource implications associated.

3.

IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
None
Financial Implications
None
Human Resources Implications
None
Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications
N/A
Equality/Diversity
None
Risk Management
N/A
Compliance with Policies and Strategies
N/A
Data Protection (GDPR) Implications
N/A
Climate Change
No climate change implications.
Ward Member Views
Date of Consultation – Not sought as Council wide and cross cutting in terms of lead
membership

4.

CONCLUSIONS
Committee should decide whether, instead or in addition to a ban on it’s premises, the
Council should write to the UK Government urging an outright ban on giving live animals as
prizes on both public and private land.

5.

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that members consider whether or to support the Written Notice of Motion
as presented by Councillor Leather.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Consultations:

Date of Consultation – 24th November 2021
Officers Consulted – Steve Hearse, Staci Dorey, David Heyes.

Contact Officer:

Sean Kearney

