
 
  

Report : Head of Communities and Place 

To:  Community and Resources Committee  

Subject: Cllr Lo-Vel Notice of Motion . 

Date: 22nd January 2024   

 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT:   
 
To consider a recommendation from the Member Budget Working Group in response to Cllr Lo-
Vel’s written Notice of Motion about charging for charitable events on the Quay Car Park, Bideford.  
 

 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
At Full Council on the 30th October 2023 Cllr Lo-Vel introduced the following Notice of Motion: 
 
“I propose that the excessive parking charges for the use of Bideford Quay for charitable events 
such as the Rotary Water Festival, should be waived.  
  
The fact that "for some years" it has been Council policy to charge "all events that require exclusive 
use of the car park a fee equivalent to what the Council 'might' earn from that car park on that day" 
is not a good enough reason to continue to do so. 
 
I firmly believe that the financial gains of such events to the town are considerable and are of more 
benefit to the Council than the average local on the day parking receipts would be if they were not to 
take place. 
 
I think that these events need to be recognised and supported as they often raise money for 
services which Torridge has cut back funding for. They bring positive benefits to Traders and the 
Council by increasing the number of visitors to the town (most of whom will utilise and pay for 
alternative car parking) and are of considerable local community benefit supporting wellbeing and 
happiness”. 
 
 
 

2. REPORT 
 

Following a brief discussion, the notice of motion proposed by Councillor W Lo-Vel, seconded by 
Councillor D Bushby and committee resolved: 
 
That the Notice of Motion be referred to the Member Budget Working Group to investigate if parking 
charges on Bideford Quay could be waived when a charitable event is taking place. 
 
(Vote: For – 28, Against – 0, Abstentions – 2) 
 
 
On the 10th of November 2023 a meeting of the Member Budget working Group considered the 
notice of motion and after some debate, about whether charging for charitable events to be based 
on average income foregone rather than a charge for every space taken up and we could either use 
75% as a fair proxy for income foregone or a more detailed piece of work could be undertaken to 



 
  

work out what the average occupancy was at different car parks in different months, it was agreed 
to make the following recommendation to Community and Resources Committee: 
 
 
That charging for charitable events on Bideford Quay should be calculated at a rate of 75% of 
maximum charge or number of parking bays requested. (when not using whole car park). 

 
 

3. Conclusions     
      
The main considerations of the Member budget working Group were: 
 
The importance of events for the community and local economy 
 
The management implications and costs of events. 
 
The budgetary requirements of the Council. 
 
It was considered that the recommendation to Community and Resources committee recognised the 
importance of all of the above points and sought to strike an appropriate compromise. 
 
The recommended discount should apply to events organised by registered charities. 
 
 

4. IMPLICATIONS 
 

Financial Implications 
 
Based on 2023 fees and charges the cost of a 25% discount on such events would have 
been around £1,600.  Moving forward this figure could be more or less depending on the 
number of charitable events supported and the car park tariff at that time. 
 

     Human Resources Implications 
 

       None identified. 
 

     Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications 
 

 N/A 
 

     Equality/Diversity 
 
Assessed in the preparation of any event license. 
 

     Risk Management 
 
The recommendation is made in full knowledge of the council’s current and forecasted 
budgetary positions.  The risks were considered minimal by the working group. 
 

     Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
 
The recommendation seeks to strike a balance that supports delivery of the Bideford 
Regeneration strategy, recognises the financial requirements of the Council and the 
operations of the car park and commercial port. 

 
 



 
  

 
    Member Consultation 
 
    Member Budget Working Group 10/11/23 
 
 

 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
That Community and Resources Committee consider the following recommendation from the 
Member Budget Working Group: 
 
Charitable events on the Quay Car Park (including the area know as Fisherman’s Quay) in Bideford 
are charged at a rate of 75% of the maximum charge. 
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