Report of: Head of Communities and Place
To: Community and Resources Committee
Subject: Change of Use Planning Application for the Old Bideford Library

Date: 22/01/23 Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT:

To request that committee authorise the submission of a change of use planning application for the
old Bideford Library building in preparation for its use as an Active Torridge Leisure facility.

1. INTRODUCTION

On the 23 October 2023 The Estates Manager presented a report to Community and
Resources Committee that set out the recommended approach for both the short and long
term use of the Old Library and Town Hall buildings in Bideford. To facilitate the resolution
made at the meeting a change of use planning application will need to be submitted and
approved for the reuse of the Old Library part of the building.

2. REPORT
Among the four next steps identified and approved in the report of the Estates Manager on
the 23 Oct was that Officers were tasked to prepare and implement a proposal for Active
Torridge to occupy the Old Library section of the Town Hall building, on a meanwhile basis,

while longer term plans for the entire building were developed and consulted upon.

The planning use class associated with the library use of the building is Class F and the
intended future use by Active Torridge would fall under Class E.

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications

N/A

Financial Implications

None

Human Resources Implications

N/A

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications

N/A




Equality/Diversity

Risk Management

Compliance with Policies and Strategies

Data Protection (GDPR) Implications

N/A

Climate Change

N/A

Lead Member Views

None sought given the recent timing of debate and resolution on this topic
4. CONCLUSIONS

That unless a change of use application is submitted approved it will not be possible to
implement the previous resolution of this committee.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Committee authorise the submission of a change of use planning application for the old
Bideford Library building in preparation for its use as an Active Torridge leisure facility.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: SMT
Date of consultation: 12/01/24
Officers consulted: SMT

Contact Officer: Sean Kearney

Background papers



