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PURPOSE OF REPORT:to advise Membersin respect of Dispensations

 

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1

lat

1.3

As Councillors will be aware one of the responsibilities of The Standards Committee

is to grant dispensations to District Council Members and Co-Opted Members
relating to interests set out in the Code of Conduct.

Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI) is set out in our Code of Conduct and for ease

of reference is attached to this report as Appendix 1.

If a Councillor has a pecuniary interest they are required to:-

a) Register the DPI with the Monitoring Officer;
b) Declare the DPI at Meetings;

C) Not participate or vote; and

d) Leave the room when the matter is being discussed (subject to any

dispensation).

2. REPORT

2.1

2.2

S 30 Localism Act 2011 broadened the scope of DPls to include the Councillor and
their partner. The duty to disclose and withdraw arises whenever a Councillor
attends any meeting or a Council or a sub-committee and is aware that they have a
DPI in any matter being considered at the meeting.

A dispensation can be grantedin the following circumstances:-

a) So many members of the decision-making body have DPls in a matter that it
would “impede the transaction of the business”. \n practise this means the

committee would be inquorateif a dispensation wasn’t granted.

b) Without the dispensation, the representation of different political groups on the

body transacting the business would be so upset as to alter the outcome of any
vote on the matter. This assumes that members are predetermined to vote on
party lines on the matter, in which case it would be inappropriate to grant a

dispensation to allow them to participate.

c) The authority considers that the dispensation is in the interests of personsliving

in the authority’s area;

d) Without the dispensation no memberof the Council would be able to participate
on the matter.

 



2.3

e) The authority considers that it is otherwise appropriate to grant the dispensation

If a dispensation is granted committee must specify how longit is to last, up to a maximum of
four years.

IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications

The LA 2011 replaced personal and prejudicial interest with DPls. DPls are defined in the

Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 which apply to all
Local Authorities in England and Wales.

$33(2) LA 2011 sets out the circumstances whena dispensation can be granted

Financial Implications

Human ResourcesImplications

None.

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications

None.

Equality/Diversity

None.

Risk Management

Compliance with Policies and Strategies

Data Protection (GDPR) Implications

Climate Change

None.

CONCLUSIONS

Councillors will need to consider the representations made for the dispensation and decide
whetheror not it can be granted in accordance with the LA 2011.



5. RECOMMENDATIONS

No recommendations are attached to this report due to the fact that the full detail of the
application has not, at this stage, been given to me.

After having a discussion with Cllr Pennington he has stated that he will attend the

Standards Committee and present his application. He has asked for the documentation
which appears as a supplement to the agendato be shared with committee members, and to

appearas a supplement to the agenda.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: Chair of Standards.

Contact Officer: Head of Legal and Governance(and Monitoring Officer)


